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Foreword 


Women’s Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC) has been working 
against traffic in women for the last ten years. In addressing 
the issues of trafficking, WWOREC has been employing human 
rights approach. In fact, traffic in persons is a worst form of 
violence and violation of human rights. Various social, 
cultural, religious, economic and political structure, norms and 
values perpetuated by patriarchy and globalization, have 
further aggravating the problem of trafficking worldwide. 


For the last couple of years, it has also been conducting 
various participatory research as well as publishing and 
disseminating various types of materials. In 2000, WOREC 
had conducted situational analysis of traffic in women at 
Udayapur, Bardia, Morang, Sunsari and Nuwakot districts. 
This report presents the findings of the study conducted at 
Morang and Sunsari districts. 


This study was based on focus group discussion, and 
therefore an attempt has been made in this report to analyze 
the situation of trafficking in the targeted districts based on the 
responses of the participants. Similarly the participants’ 
suggestions regarding the useful activities to tackle the issue 
of trafficking in their communities are also put together. It has 
been anticipated that this report will help to develop better 
understanding of the problem and plan future activities to be 
done by the community people and local leaders. This report 
contains examples of cases of abuse, which are happening at 
the community level, and which can provide some guideline to 
develop rehabilitation strategies for the survivors of violence 
at the community level. 


Based on the findings of participatory studies, WOREC has 
developed various types of information materials. Those 
materials include audio cassettes, information kit, video films 


oa — ee 


etc. It is hoped that those materials against trafficking would 
also be useful for |/NGOs, GOs, CBOs and local groups and 
people. 


Lastly, | would like to express sincere thanks to the 
participants of this study. | would also like to extend thanks to 
the PLAN INTERNATIONAL, NEPAL for providing with the 
financial assistance to conduct this study. 


Dr. Renu Rajbhandari 
Chairperson 
WOREC 
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1. INTRODUCTION 


Trafficking in women and children for various purposes (labor, sex 
and other forms of exploitation) is dramatically on increase 
worldwide, and particularly in South Asia (SICI, 1998). Trafficking is 
a serious crime against humanity and a serious violation of human 
rights. It is often highly organized and constantly taking new forms. 
lt is deeply rooted in Nepalese society since a long period of time. 
There are different reasons of trafficking. There is however an 
agreement that trafficking is a multidimensional problem. Girl 
trafficking in Nepal should be viewed not only in its social context 
but also from ethno-cultural, educational, economic, political and 
gender perspectives (Rajbhandari & Rajbhandari, 1997). 


1.1 International Context 


Traffic in women and children has been regarded as a serious 
human rights. violation. Various international events have 
comprehensively defined trafficking and forced sex work within the 
framework of violence and human right's violation. Almost all of the 
member states of the United Nations have signed the conventions 
aimed at eliminating violence and discrimination against women as 
well as traffic in women and girl children. An attempt has been 
made here to present the summary of a quick review of the 
documents of the UN conventions and world conferences on 
women. 


The 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) specifically dealt with the 
human rights of women, obliging State parties to take all 
appropriate measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination 
against women including all forms of trafficking and sex work 
(CEDAW, 1979). At the end of the UN Decade for Women, the 
Forward Looking Strategies (FLS) adopted by the 1985 World 
Conference on Women in Nairobi, identified violence as a major 
obstacle to the achievement of the objectives of the UN Decade for 
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Women: Equality, Development and Peace (FLS, 1985). The 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and the committee on 
the CEDAW put gender violence on their agenda. The CSW 
completed a draft of a Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 
against Women in 1992. Women's organizations globally lobbied for 
new and better instruments to address violence against women 
(STV, 1997). In June 1993, the World Conference on Human Rights 
in Vienna acknowledged that violence against women in all its 
multiplicity of forms constitutes a serious violation of the human 
rights of women. In December 1993, the Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women was adopted by the UN 
General Assembly. One of the forms of violence against women 
included in the Declaration is "forced prostitution and trafficking in 
women". The Declaration urges the elimination of violence against 
women in both the public and private spheres. It addresses the 
issue of "international trafficking" as a form of gender-based 
violence and calls for its elimination through national legislation. In 
1994, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on "trafficking 
in women and girls", which condemns: 


"The illicit and clandestine movement of persons across national 
and international borders, largely from developing countries and 
some countries with economies in transition, with the end goal of 
forcing women and girl children into sexually and economically 
oppressive and exploitative situations for the profit of recruiters, 
traffickers and crime syndicates, as well as other illegal activities 
related to trafficking such as domestic labor, false marnages, 
clandestine employment and false adopting " {UN/GA, 1994). The 
Platform for Action of Beijing in 1995, calls upon the governments 
of countries of origin, transit and destination as well as regional and 
international organizations to: “take appropriate measures fo 
address the root factors, including external factors that encourage 
trafficking in women and girls for prostitution and other forms of 
commercialized sex, forced marriages, and forced labor in order to 
eliminate trafficking in women, including by strengthening the 
existing legislation with a view to providing better protection of the 
rights of women and girls and to punish the perpetrators, through 
both criminal and civil measures (WCW, 1995). Nepal has signed to 
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implement all of these resolutions and conventions. However, the 
discrimination and violence against women and girl children have 
been persisting in Nepal. 


Within the international context of globalization, conditions are 
worsening for women (amongst others) as a result of the following: 
structural adjustment programs, IMF and World Bank policies, free 
trade agreements, export processing and free enterprise zones, the 
operations of multi-national corporations, and political-economic 
mechanisms and social impacts of privatization and deregulation 
(GAATW, 1998). Globalization has serious consequences for 
women; particularly those who belong to cultural communities 
already marginalized by poverty, ethnicity and regional factors. 
Globalization has been promoting consumerism and has reduced 
human being, i.e. body and labor, into a consumer good. In free 
market, only those people and country can survive who can provide 
cheap as well as attractive products. In this globalized world, the 
contro! over resources is confined to the limited people-in-power. 
Their entertainment and satisfaction also have become a matter of 
grave concern. In order to increase the productivity of the so-called 
elite people (people with power and skill), various entertainment 
industries have been established around the world. These 
industries can make profit if they can supply their consumer good 
(entertainer) in cheaper rate. Within this entertainment sector, sex 
industry has occupied a major position. History has witnessed that 
capitalist who invests in this industry can make profit by abusing 
and exploiting labor. There are several labor movements, which 
erupted against these kinds of human exploitation. Labor 
movement can take place only in that situation when laborers have 
the chance to get united and to discuss the issues of their 
exploitation and discrimination. It is much easier in the formal sector 
of labor. In order to avoid such kind of embarrassment to the 
capitalist Globalization, it has increased the space for the informal 
sector globally. Most of the service sectors fall into this category of 
informal sector. Due to the systematic gender discrimination and 
control of patriarchy over women's production, women are generally 
relegated to the ever-expanding service sector. Much of the 
women's work in the service sector is informal, undervalued, 


underpaid, unprotected, stigmatized and in some_ cases, 
criminalized. The result is a continuing marginalization ofwomen in 
the workforce and the feminization of poverty, migration and cheap 
labour. Sex-industry falls within service sector category. Women 
engaged in sex work are always viewed as second grade citizen 
and as an easy object to be harassed any time and by any one 
including (predominantly) the state machinery. Against a 
background of shrinking options for earning a livelihood, and 
burdened by the responsibility of sustaining their families, women 
have to migrate in large numbers to seek viable means of 
employment. Similarly there are ample evidences showing that it is 
always easy to exploit the migrated people as they don't have any 
support mechanism in the place where they migrate. It becomes 
easier to exploit the people who are illegally migrated and/or 
trafficked. Due to these reasons sex-industry is being counted as 
one of the most lucrative business worldwide. 


The social and livelihood insecurity has compelled rural population, 
and particularly the women to migrate for viable options of 
livelihood earning and maintaining their families. The reality of 
migrant women workers and marginalized women workers 
(including the commercial sex workers) is that the states do not 
protect their rights and in many cases have laws and practices that 
actively violate their rights. In addition, these women have been 
excluded from participation in decision making processes regarding 
law and policy development in both countries of origin (or 
departure) and destination (GAATW, 1998). Hierarchies within 
Structures of citizenship as well as hierarchies of preference as to 
who can get citizenship are constructed by the political and 
economic facts of colonization, patriarchy and its legacy, the 
interests of the multi-national corporations (MNCs) and 
governments, racism, class divisions and sexism. These global 
factors have been reinforcing trafficking. 
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1.2 Nattonal Context 


There is a lack of accurate data to show the exact figure of girls 
being trafficked. Due to the clandestine nature of the problem it is 
difficult to estimate it. There is however different estimates put 
forward’ by different groups, which is accepted by the Govt. as well. 
According to that estimation about 5,000-7,000 girls are trafficked 
annually from Nepal into sex industry in India. This estimate is only 
for the girls trafficked into sex-industry sector. There are other 
different sectors where women/men have been migrating from 
Nepal since a long period of time. These sectors include domestic 
service, agriculture sector, industry sector, entertainment, 
army/security, so on and so forth. There are evidences that in many 
cases the women/girls are forced to work in slavery like situations. 
it should be ‘borne in mind that abuse of women through forced 
labour and slavery like practices, whether during recruitment and 
travel or on the work site, are violations of women's basic human 
right are violations of women’s human rights as well. Forced labour 
and slavery like practices even with the promise of future rights. In 
many cases; the human rights standards that exist have not been 
applied to the benefit of women in the context of migration both 
within country and abroad. It is so in part because the paradigm has 
not been sufficiently analyzed for gender in some areas and there 
are gaps in the existing standards. 


lt has been felt necessary to clarify the definition of trafficking 
because it is often confused with sex work or migration. Besides, 
there are different evidences, which suggests that girls and boys 
have been trafficked in various service sectors like agricultural 
labor, domestic labor, and different factories as well as sex industry. 
Similarly there are huge numbers of people who migrate in search 
of their livelihood and due to the lack of information fall into the 
forced labour exploitation or slavery-like practices. 


Traffic in women and children has long been under the microscope 
but after restoration of democracy the government of Nepal has 
started to take steps to control the problem, particularly as a result 
of the continuous pressure of the women's groups, and other civil 
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society and human right's groups. Similarly after the MALE Summit 
of the SAARC, the Heads of the States/Governments came to 
realize trafficking as a serious problem of women's human rights. It 
was also a result of the continuous advocacy of the women's 
groups throughout the South Asian region and the support provided 
by different civil society and human right's groups. The 
governments of the South Asian region have been showing their 
concern and commitments at different levels but elimination of 
trafficking crime is still far too less. 


The root causes of trafficking are complex and numerous including 
the following: (a) economic factor such as poverty, indebtedness, 
food scarcity, unemployment, market disparities (b) social and 
cultural factors including the lack of appropriate legislation and an 
undetermined level of official complicity in trafficking; cultural 
norms-the practice of bigamy and polygamy, physical and sexual 
abuses, gender and ethnic/caste based discriminations (c) historical 
factors including feudalism, caste, class, and ethnic hierarchies, 
militarism and (d) political factors such as inadequate/inappropriate 
government policies in regard to development, migration and 
environment. The wide spread gender disparity deeply rooted in 
Nepalese society is the major factor, which is embedded in all of 
the causes mentioned above. It is the gender inequity and 
inequality that make women and the girl child particularly vulnerable 
for being trafficked. 


The discriminatory ethno-cultural traditions and the patriarchal 
social structure perpetuated by the people-in-power (PIP) have 
been the major factors facilitating girl trafficking in this Himalayan 
kingdom. Besides that, the worsening socio-economic conditions of 
the people in rural areas have been catalyzing the process of 
trafficking. Similarly the impact of Global economic structure, which 
is promoting consumerism, free flow of capital and_ internal 
restriction on the mobility of the working women, as well as the 
global rise in the demand of cheap labor in various service sectors 
has been contributing to traffic in women. 
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Lack of political commitment within the country to deal with the 
issue has been one of the major problems in our society. It has 
further aggravated the problem. There are some policies and 
programs formulated by the Govt. to deal with the issue particularly 
due to enormous pressure from the civil society groups and 
women's groups, but there is a wide realization that it is inadequate 
and very superficial. 


There are different areas, which is difficult to take as reason of 
trafficking where as some of them are still confusing and some are 
strong factors. These gray areas need to be researched carefully. 
Similarly there is still a great need of research to find out how many 
women are actually being trafficked, who are the traffickers, what is 
their profile, where are the girls being trafficked? The problem of 
trafficking can only be controlled if there is collaborative efforts 
among the countries affected by it. 


In reality, trafficking has been seen as fishing in the process of 
migration. In Nepal, migration of the people, both within the country 
and in different parts of world, in search of livelihood or better 
income opportunities is a common phenomenon. There is a wide 
recognition about remittance brought back by the people migrated 
abroad and its impact on the socio-economic development of the 
society. To this category mostly belong the migrant men, and the 
society has regarded men's migration as a part of social activity. 
There are different structures formed both by the society and the 
govt. to facilitate such migration. Such migration used to take place 
for working in the formal sector, particularly in the security sector. At 
the same time, women also used to migrate for working mostly in 
the informal sector but they migrated in a very silent way, since 
women's mobility has always been a matter of public scrutiny. 
Women were forced to hide everything due to the fear of 
stigmatization by the society. In spite of these difficulties, migration 
of women was there although in a small scale. This mobility was 
never facilitated, but abused by the authorities that claimed to 
facilitate their mobility in one way or another. Due to the increasing 
capitalist nature of the global demand of labor in the informal sector 
a lot of men started to migrate to work in informal sector. This has 
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also been facilitated in one way or another. At the same time, partly 
due to the increasing burden of poverty and partly as a response to 
take authority of their life, women also started to migrate. But still 
women's migration became a matter of public scrutiny, which 
provided ground to the trafficker to abuse the women willing to 
migrate. The traffickers used to apply various techniques and tricks 
to lure and deceive them. 


1.3 Local Context 


In Morang and Sunsari districts of Nepal, migration of youths to 
different parts of India, particularly to Punjab, to work as laborers 
has been common. In certain areas, it has been noticed that girls 
also do migrate to different parts of India in search of jobs. There is 
already an established connection between migration and 
trafficking. There is no dearth of literature evidences that supports 
such kind of relationship. The migrated populations are always at- 
risk for exploitation from different means and persons. Gender 
inequity leading to violence against women is quite obvious. All of 
these factors have put the girls residing in these districts at high risk 
for trafficking. 


The increasing demand of cheap labor force in different service 
sectors has been acting as a reinforcing factor for the migration of 
youth from the remote areas. The increasing numbers of global sex 
industry has also created demand of cheap sex workers in one 
hand and in another the increasing stringent policies on migration 
have forced people to migrate using different clandestine ways, 
which always gives power to the traffickers. In order to plan policies 
and programs against trafficking it is necessary to look its 
multidimensional nature. Combating traffic in women is not possible 
from one segment of the society. A whole total of the society needs 
to have knowledge on these issues. 


Keeping all these situations in mind, PLAN 
INTERNATIONAL/Nepal and WOREC developed an intervention 
plan to control trafficking and sexual exploitation of children in the 
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districts of Morang and Sunsari where PLAN 
INTERNATIONAL/Nepal has been implementing other programs as 
well. It was felt necessary to conduct a situational analysis of traffic 
in women and children in those districts with the following 
objectives: 


e Have clear information on traffic in women and children in 
different VDCs of Morang and Sunsari districts. 


e Know the concept of the grassroots people on the trafficking 
issues and have information regarding the programs conducted at 
the local levels. 


e Strengthen local pressure groups to prevent trafficking and sexual 
exploitation in the course of migration. 


e Activate and strengthen local government and civil society groups 
to deal with the issues of violence and trafficking. 


e Facilitate rescue and/or rehabilitation of the survivors of and the 
girls at-risk for trafficking. 


e Work out strategies/programs for the prevention of trafficking at 
the grassroots level. 


This report presents the findings of focus group discussions 
conducted with the members of the targeted communities in 10 
VDCs of Morang and Sunsari districts. It elaborates the local 
context by reflecting the knowledge, situation and attitudes of the 
grassroots people in regard to various dimensions of trafficking, 
relationship among trafficking, migration and sex work. 


2. METHODOLOGY 


2.1 Selectiow of the Study area 


The study was designed to collect information on traffic in women 
and children from the villagers of different VDCs in Morang and 
Sunsari districts, where PLAN INTERNATIONAL/Nepal has been 
conducting different programmes. From these districts only 10 
VDCs having the problem of trafficking were selected for this study 
(table-1). 


Table-1. Selected VDCs of Morang and Sunsari 
Districts for the study 


Rangeli 
Buddhanagar 
Rajghat 
Pathari 
Letang 
Aamgachi 
Sanischhare 
Urlabari 


Sunsari Dewangunj q 
Jhumka 


Qualitative information about trafficking and migration was gathered 
through focus group discussions and community meetings with the 
villagers. Sociologist, researchers and other concerned experts had 
jointly developed the guidelines for conducting Focus Group 
Discussion. A multidisciplinary team was formed and given the 
responsibility of conducting this study in partnership with the 
grassroots people and local leaders. 
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(2.2 Training and Pre-test 


The team members were selected from the targeted communities 
with the help of local staffs of the PLAN INTERNATIONAL/Nepal. 
All together 20 people were selected and provided with 5-days 
training on the methodology of conducting focus group discussion. 
The training contents also included conceptual understanding about 
trafficking and migration. The training was held at WOREC training 
center, Udayapur. In the course of the training, the study tools were 
prepared and pre-tested at the community of Udayapur itself. After 
that the pre-tested guidelines were provided to the team members 
for collecting relevant information. 


2.3 Selection Criteria of Participamty for Focuy Group 
Ducnssiow 


The participants of this study were grouped in a special way so as 
to include diversity of grassroots people. Participants having 
different levels of knowledge and experiences were included in this 
study. The participants were grouped as follows. — 


1.Adolescent girls 

2.Married Women 

3.Adolescent boys | — 

4 Married Men * 
5.Resource Persons(key informants) 
6. All incladed (mixed) a 


Marginalized population groups were identified at the local level on 
field-based verification. How they are located at the community 
level, what is their relationship with other groups, etc. was identified 
and they were included in the discussion group. Five groups were 
selected from this category. Besides these, people who stayed 
separately in a group at the local levels (3 groups) too were 
included. PLAN families comprised most of these populations. 


Similarly people who were sensitive and interested to work on this 


issue were also identified and selected for the VDC level workshop. 
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The participants included local leaders, leaders of women's groups, 
adolescent girls, local NGOs and VDC members. 


2.4 Team formation and information collection 


After the preparation of the contents for the Focus Group 
Discussion and pre-testing of the guidelines developed for focus 
group discussions, teams were formed for each VDC. Two senior 
and trained staff members of WOREC were assigned for 
supervision. After the completion of this session, the enumerators 
went to the community and conducted focused group discussion. 
All discussions were recorded and analyzed after wards. After the 
focus group discussion each study team conducted 4 to 6 
community meetings per VDC, where the issues on trafficking were 
discussed. The information obtained in the course of focus group 
discussions was also verified with the larger group in community 
meeting. 


A total of 47 Focus Group Discussions were conducted in 10 VDCs 
of Morang and Sunsari districts. A total of 750 participants 
representing various population-groups were engaged in this 
participatory research. 


Table-2.The number of FGDs conducted in various VDCs of 
Morang and Sunsari districts 


3. Limitatiow of the Study 


This study was limited to qualitative fact finding. It reflects the socio- 
cultural perspectives of the targeted VDCs of Morang and Sunsari 
districts. It doesn't represent the entire country, which is composed 
of more complex and diverse population groups, culture and socio- 
economic conditions. So, the result of this study should not be 
considered conclusive and should not be assumed to represent the 
entire geo-political areas or ethnic groups of this Himalayan 
kingdom. 


4. FINDINGS & ANALYSIS 


4.1 Knowledge on Traffic iw Women and Childrew 


Focus group discussions revealed that most of the targeted 
population groups had some knowledge about trafficking. Some of 
them said that they have encountered the problem of trafficking 
where as some of the participants even gave the evidence of its 
prevalence. These findings show the growing problem of trafficking 
in all of the targeted VDCs. A few groups of these VDCs said that 
they had come to know about its prevalence in neighboring villages 
but they have not heard of such incidences occurring in their own 
villages. It seemed that they didn’t want to open up on this matter. 
Another strong factor hindering their openness might be their fear of 
stigmatization of their community. Responses of the participants of 
the FGDs conducted in various VDCs are summarized below. 


In Rangeli VDC, all of the population groups said that they have 
heard of traffic in women and children. One of the women from 
Musahar women’s group mentioned about the high possibility of 
traffic in women and children from Jogbani. 


Almost all of the participants except one from the Adolescent group 
said that they have heard of trafficking of girls from other villages 
but not from their own villages. Similarly resource person's group 
mentioned that girls from Govindanagar and Karsia were sold some 
time back. A mother sold her daughter from Karsia. 


All of the groups in Buddhanagar VDC stated that they had never 
come across the case of trafficking. However, they have heard of it. 


In Rajghat VDC, participants from all groups were found aware of 
trafficking. A resource person's group said that it was happening 
but not openly. Married men’s group (Dhimal caste) said that they 
have heard of trafficking in Damak and Madhumalla but they have 
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not heard of any women and children trafficked from their caste. In 
the same way, married women's group (Tamang caste) told about 
one case where a man from Katuwal (Chhetri caste) sold his own 
three daughters. After 15 days, those girls wrote a letter to their 
brother. Later on a policeman arrested that person. Married 
women's groups reported that 3 girls were missing from Durgapuri. 


In Dewangunj VDC, adolescent group was found unaware of 
trafficking issues. A resource person’s group said that brokers from 
outside come to their village and take girls for selling in brothels. 
They even told about a girl of Purwa Kushala village who had 
returned from Bombay. Married men’s group (Yadav Caste) said 
that they have heard of missing girls from Dharan. They returned 
some time later but they had already contracted HIV that time. 


At Pathari VDC, all of the participants reported that they had heard 
of trafficking. In Letang VDC, all of the groups had come across 
the cases of trafficking. A mixed group stated the case of a 14-year 
girl who was made unconscious by a woman from the same VDC. 
With the help of a non-government organization, that lady was 
arrested. A resource person’s group told about a girl who was sold 
by two women of Jhapa VDC. These traffickers were however 
arrested and now they are in a jail. Similarly one lady from one 
women’s group reported that one of her aunt has been taken to 
work in a carpet factory 15 years back. No news has come from her 
since then. When the same person was about to take another girl 
from their VDC, they stopped that girl going with that lady. Another 
participant from that group reported that two girls were taken to 
Kathmandu for selling but they ran away and came back to the 
village with the help of an NGO. Adolescent group reported that 
girls are being taken from Itahari to Kathmandu. They added that 
the girls of the ward no 8 were at the highest risk for trafficking. 


In Aamgachi VDC, all of the groups said that they have heard of 
the problem of traffic in women and children. Most of them had 
even encountered with the cases in their own VDCs. A /ady from 
married women’s group reported that she had heard of a broker 
who sold 5-6 girls to Damak. A resource person's group however 


mentioned that they have heard of the case but that doesn't exist in 
their VDC. A gin from adolescent's group reported that in the year 
2048 (1992), a lady sold out many girls from their VDC. 


Mixed men’s group reported that one of the girls from their area 
was trapped in a Muslim’s house in Ramanpur and she was sold 
later on. Another man from this group said, “A girl from Coron 
married to her beloved boyfriend. But, that cruel man sold her 
afterwards” 


Among the five groups in Sanishchare VDC, three groups, i.e. 
adolescent girl's group, mixed men’s group and mixed married 
women’s group, were found to have more knowledge on trafficking 
issues as they all had heard of it and encountered with some cases 
in their lives. But the groups of married women (Limbu caste) and 
mixed married women’s group were not found to have heard of it. 
Adolescent girl’s group reported that they had seen men coming 
from outside the village and luring girls with the hopes of bright 
future. However, the married men’s group (Tamang caste) told that 
none of the girls from their caste were trafficked so far. Participants 
of the mixed married women’s group reported that three girls were 
trafficked from Sanishchare village. 


In Urlabari VDC also, all of the groups were found to have 
knowledge about trafficking. Among these groups, except the 
resource person’s group, none of the groups had ever faced the 
problem. One respondent from the resource person's group said, 
“Two guys from our VDC was going to sell a girl named Durga 
Biswakarma (the name is changed) but they couldn’t succeed in 
trafficking that ‘girl. Another respondent from the same group 
reported that mostly the girls of lower caste and poor economic 
condition are at the high risk for trafficking and many of them are 
already being trafficked. 


In Jnumka VDC, all the groups were found to have heard of as well 
as seen the cases of trafficking. Mostly they know that the girls are 
sold in Bombay. A participant from married men’s group (Mechi 
Caste) said, “A Chaudhari man of ward no 5 sold a girl to Bombay 
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4-5 years back. Later on that girl was escaped from the brothel. 
She reported a case to the police station of the same VDC. The 
trafficker was arrested and now he is in a jail. 


Similarly, many girls from adolescent group told about the cases 
they had come across. One of the participants said, “/ know the 
trafficker but | don’t know his name". Another respondent said, “One 
girl from our area was trafficked but she was returned by a police.” 


Trafficking is found to occur not only from Jhumka VDC. One girl 
from this group even mentioned the case where a girl of Jnumka 
Chowk had brought two children from India. Later on their parents 
came to take those children. It revealed that trafficking is occurring 
not only from Nepal to India but also from India to Nepal. The 
increasing rate of trafficking might be the problem of open Indo- 
Nepal border. 


Focus Group Discussion revealed that knowledge related to the 
trafficking varied both in the VDCs and among the population 
groups. 


4.2 Awarenesy ow the Prevalence of Trafficki i 
Their Respective VDC¥ 


Diverse responses were observed in relation to the knowledge on 
the prevalence of trafficking in their VDCs. Population groups of 
only one VDC declared trafficking not prevalent in their VDC and 
that they never heard of this problem. But rest of the groups of 9 
VDCs explained the situation they had encountered. 


In Rangeli VDC, among the four groups, a respondent from 
Musahar women’s group said that trafficking incidences were on 
rise in their VDC. She even mentioned that mostly aged ladies are 
trafficked in comparison to the young girls. However one lady was 
totally found ignorant about trafficking. Most of the participants of 
married men’s group (Shah caste) have heard of it but almost 
everyone said that it rarely happens in their village. Similarly, girls 
from adolescent girl's group said that the cases of trafficking are 


17 


it cis ibaa eeteadne eatin sini Shirts: 2000 


very rare in their village but they have heard of a girl sold from 
Jhingi Tole. A respondent from the resource person’s group said 
that there are many cases of trafficking they come to know. Their 
knowledge on trafficking was mainly due to the police station near 
by where they see many villagers coming to complain and report on 
their lost daughters. 


In Buddhanagar VDC, none of the groups were found to have 
deep knowledge on trafficking issues. Mostly they have heard of it 
but they have never seen or faced the problem Closely. A 
respondent from married women’s group said, “Around 15 years 
back there was an incidence of trafficking. | came to know where 
some Indian women came to our wards and proposed the girls to 
marry the Indian guys who do not take dowry. The girls whom they 
succeed to take were sold on. A police arrested these brokers. 
Since then we have neither heard of it nor faced this situation.” 
However a resource person's group was of the opinion that it does 
not occur in Buddhanagar VDC. 


In Rajghat VDC, most of the respondents were of the Opinion that 
the VDC is still safe from trafficking. They however said the 
possibility of it to be underground. A resource person's group said 
that some of the villagers had positive opinion on sending both sons 
and daughters to foreign countries. Once daughters from these 
villagers were taken abroad they didn’t come back since then. 
Married men’s group (Dhimal caste) said that gins from Dhimal 
caste had never heard to be trafficked. 


In Dewangunj VDC, unmarried men’s group, adolescent girls group 
(Rishidev caste of Musahar ethnicity) and married men’s group 
(Yadav caste) told about the prevalence of trafficking in their VDC. 
Rest two groups i.e. married women’s group (Rayamajhi caste) and 
resource person's group said that they have heard of it in outside 
the village but it didn’t exist in their village. A respondent from 
unmarried men’s group said, “In Duhabi and Ghattadeli, girls were 
found to be trafficked by their own parents. Traffickers are in the 
jail.” Married men’s group said, “ Trafficking is existed in our VDC 
but | don't think anybody (local) has ever sold out the girls from 
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here. So far | know our villagers have been sold to the reach of our 
own VDC. 


In Pathari VDC, except the mixed adolescent girls’ group, the rest 
three groups had come across the situation of trafficking. A 
respondent from married women’s group (Davit caste) said, 
“‘Dahal's daughter had been trafficked. Brokers as moving around, 
they are not punished. We have many examples of this kind of 
incidences.” A married men’s group (Rai) said that a lady from ward 
no 7 has already been trafficked. We have been successful in 
returning that girl.” 


In Aamagachi VDC, all the participants of five groups said that they 
rarely come to hear trafficking cases in their VDC. A respondent 
from married women’s group (Sardar) said, “ A guy called D has 
been taken for employment purposes but he has not been returned 
though it's been 9 years.” In this way all are of the opinion that 
migration of villagers take place time to time but trafficking doesn’t 
Occur. 


A maximum number of cases have been reported from 
Sanishchare VDC. All the groups had heard of as well as 
encountered the cases of trafficking in their lives. A mixed 
adolescent group said, “A lady from Dhimal caste was sold who 
returned 3 years back. Similarly another girl said, “A mother of 8 
children has been taken from this village. Although it’s been a year, 
she didn’t come back. When the broker came back, everyone 
asked for him. He said that he married to that women and she is 
safe with him.” 


A group of mixed men said, “Maximum number of women/children 
have been trafficked from this area. A brother-in-law sold out, his 
four sister-in-laws”. A participant from this group even said that they 
have heard of Tamang of Sindhupalchowk selling their daughters 
for constructing houses and for fulfilling daily necessities. A group 
of mixed men said, “Trafficking is on rise everyday. Maximum 
numbers of people migrate from here in search of jobs. Trafficking 
is fishing in the process of migration.” 
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Married women’s group (Limbu caste) said, “Most of the men and 
women go out of the village in search of jobs in Punjab, Calcutta, 
Bombay, Kuwait, Arab and some European countries. They are the 
people at the highest risk. It has been many years that they are not 
back. Especially, the girls from 13-18 years should be made 
aware.” 


Contrary to the responses of the other groups, mixed married 
women's group raised the issue of trafficked men. They said that 
not only the females of that area, even the males have been victims 
of trafficking. They gave an example of the men who had been sold 
in Rs. 5,000 - 10,000 for 4-5 years of employment. There the y don't 
even get good food and salary. In spite of that they had been 
tortured badly both mentally and. physically. These women even 
Started asking whether it is considered to be trafficking or not. 


As in Aamagachi and Urlabari VDC too had many cases of 
trafficking. It seems that both of these VDCs are at the high risk. 
Adolescent group explained that they too had come across the 
Situation. They said, “A broker sold one of the girls from our VDC. 
She was initially taken for employment purposes. After 3 years of 
her services in Bombay she was brought back. She was living with 
AIDS that time and few days later she died”. 


A respondent from a group of married men said, “It’s been 4 years 
that my daughter had been sold in Bombay by a broker. | was quite 
successful in taking her back from Bombay. Now she is at home. 
One of my friend’s daughters too had been sold. She too had been 
rescued by a non-government organization. A clear picture is in 
front of us but we have not been able to figure out about the 
brokers. It is the main tragic thing in here”. 


_ It's been 4 years that my daughter had been sold in Bombay by _ 
a broker. I was quite successful in taking her back from : 
Bombay. Now she is at home. One of my friend’s daughters 
too had been sold. She too had been rescued by a non — 
_ government organization. A clear picture is in front of us but 
we have not been able to figure out about the brokers: It is the 
main tragic thing in here. 
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A resource person stated that the situation is more tragic in their 
area. He said that the traffickers using different means had lured 
girls. If the brokers were unsuccessful in taking the girls, they mix 
drugs in their food. Once the girls loose their consciousness, they 
easily take them to their destination. He reported about a ease in 
which girls came to know about it only when the girls gained 
consciousness and screamed in the boarder while the brokers of 
their area were handling the girls to the other side. Suddenly a 
crowd gathered and the brokers couldn't traffic the girls. One more 
case reported by the resource person was that the brokers were 
sentenced to jail but parents of the trafficked girls couldn't get their 
daughters back. 


In this way, he said that traffic in women and in children has been 
growing but it is hidden. Brokers are using different means and 
techniques in order to traffic girls. Some traffic girls by fake 
marriage and some lure girls for better employment opportunities. 
Young girls seem to be at the high risk for trafficking. 


Similarly, married women’s group reported a case where girls own 
aunt sold her. Her own client had rescued her from the brothel. She 
was married to that man and settled down now. 


in Jnaumka VDC, most of the participants of all the four groups said 
that they have heard of trafficking. A married men's group (Mechi 
caste) said, “There are number of cases of trafficking in here. 
Although it’s not open, there are many incidences where girls have 
been taken for employment purposes, for marriage etc. However, 
Muslim married women’s groups said that they have heard of very 
few cases. Mostly girls are taken as domestic workers. Unmarried 
men’s group (Sardar caste) said, “We have heard of trafficking of a 
girl from here. A trafficker was arrested but when he promised to 
marry with the trafficked girl, police released him. Now that man has 
been ran away from here.” 


There are number of cases of trafficking in here. Although it's 
not open, there are many incidences where girls have been 
| tal n for employment purposes, formarriage etc. = 
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4.3 Participant's Definition of Trafficking 

Various groups of all the 10 VDCs defined trafficking differently. 
However, one thing in common was that all of them considered 
trafficking as selling of women/girls in Bombay. Following are the 
different views of respondents regarding this issue. 


e Keeping one’s daughter as a servant for household purposes and 
buy livings from her labor too can be considered as trafficking 


e Trafficking means luring a girl and selling her to a brothel. 


e Trafficking is the physical and mental torture while working in 
somebody's house. 


e Trafficking means luring a girl by family members for employment 
purposes and later in selling her the brothel. 


¢ Trafficking includes selling of girls by using drugs 


e Trafficking means indulging in prostitution when there is no other 
option for livelihood. 


¢ The word ‘Trafficking’ itself is a dirty one. 


¢ Not only the selling of one’s own body but marriage, which asks 
for dowry, too is trafficking 


¢ Trafficking is a playing with the self-respect of a girl and selling 
her later on. 


Adolescent girls’ group said that they actually don’t know the 
meaning of Trafficking. They consider themselves to be trafficked 
So far they have to work in others houses for survival. 


Among these groups, three of the groups of Dewangunj VDC i.e. 


Adolescent group (Rishidev caste), married women (Ramjati caste) 
and unmarried men (Ansari cast) said that they don’t know the 
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meaning of trafficking. A participant from married women’s group 
said that the trend of going abroad is the main reason of trafficking. 
Unmarried men's group believed on Tunamuna, which makes the 
people especially the girls to go with the strangers without knowing 
anything. Mixed men’s group from Aamgachi VDC explained 
trafficking as taking of girls by the brokers from their area to Punjab. 


4.4 Nature and Reasorwy of Trafficking 


One of the major topics in the Focus Group Discussion was 
identifying the nature and types of trafficking. Responses of the 
participants varied in that respect. The responses differed 
according to the social background and personal thinking. Following 
were the major reasons and types of trafficking identified in the 
study areas. 

e Lure for employment 

e Fake marriage 

e For survival 

e Lack of education 

e Copying from others 

e Poverty 

e For better living 

e Impression of movies 

e Innocence and ignorant of outside news 

e Due to old customs and traditions 

e Dowry system 

e Lack of awareness programs 

e Due to sexual exploitation from the rich people 


e Ineffective legal policies 
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e Over population 
e Sex discrimination 


e Treating girls as commodities 


Similarly various cases were shared by the participants, which they 
think are underlying factors for trafficking. Some of the examples 
are presented below: 


A participant from married men’s group said, “A old man from ward 
no 4 of this VDC raped his grand daughter. Later on he when he 
found her pregnant he bought a man from other VDC and married 
her off. That old man was arrested and sent to jail but he got 
released after some time. But the girl had to survive under a very 
abusive situation, a lot of stigma was attached with her and she 
was forced to receive all the punishment against the crime, which 
her grand father had committed. Further he elaborated that the girl 
survived in that house for some time later‘on she ran away from 
thouse. Now there is an information that she is in Bombay. 


Besides these reasons,’ one of the participants said that a girl 
herself could be trafficked for different reasons. It might be for 
fulfilling her daily necessities for what she would prefer to go out 
and fall into abusive situation. 


In spite of above-mentioned reasons, participants mentioned sexual 
dissatisfaction, girls own weaknesses, rape, use of drugs, lack of 
family support & love and household burden as the reasons of 
trafficking. These participants said that hand to mouth problem of 
many people lead to this profession. Some become traffickers 
where as some get themselves trafficked in the course of migration 
for job opportunities abroad. 


A participant from the married women’s group of Yamaguchi VDC 
reported a case of landowners and workers of their area. She 
observed that the landowners asked their workers to send their 
daughters for their sexual satisfaction. These workers although they 
know that their daughters are going to be exploited are forced their 
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children to employers because only after that these workers get 
paid. She further explained that girls who are exploited in this way 
could be lured by anyone because they want to runaway from this 
situation. In this way, sexual exploitation also seems to be high in 
these areas. 


One of the women from married women’s group stated that they 
don't mind sending their young girls to work and serve for others 
when they don't have other option for earning their livelihood in 
spite of having knowledge that they can be abused. 


In this way the participants of the Focus Group Discussion had 
expressed different opinion. However, their opinion varied in nature. 
Some of the groups could express the root causes of trafficking 
where as some of their replies couldn't reach to the depth. 


Some more information, which came out during discussions as 
reasons for trafficking are, summarized below: 


According to the information gathered in FGD, it was revealed that 
some participants gave stress on the weak economic condition of 
the victims of Trafficking where as some were even found to blame 
on the victims for their innocence, copying habits and excitement 
for their better future. 


-A old man from ward no 4 of this VDC raped his grand 
daughter. Later on he when he found her pregnant he bought a © 
man from other VDC and married her off. That old man was 
arrested and sent to jail but he got released after some time. 
But the girl had to survive under a very abusive situation, a lot 
of stigma was attached with her and she was forced to receive 
all the punishment against the crime, which her grand father 
had committed. LF 
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Although the opinion of these groups varied from one another, their 
replies reveal that not only the one factor is affecting in the process 
of trafficking. All the reasons seem to be interwoven with each 
other. Summarizing their view, married women’s groups of Rangeli 
VDC were of the opinion that poverty is the main reason. They even 
said, “If our one child goes out of the house, we feel relief as we 
find out household expenses decrease in comparison”. Other 
married women Said, “! lost my daughter some time back. A 
stranger had lured her for some reasons. She is now with me but 
she is not well.” 


Adolescent group said that family pressure to them either to earn 
for the family or to get married with someone, whom they don't 
know and don't love, plays vital role in the process of trafficking. 
They even mentioned about the lack of awareness programs in 
their villages so that the girls don't know that they can be abused, 
lured or so on. 


A participant from a resource person’s group of Rangeli VDC was 
found so much frustrated that she doesn’t want to be a girl in her 
next birth. A participant of Adolescent group of the same VDC said 
that girls too are responsible for being trafficked. She said that 
many of the girls of their VDC get thrilled for being an actress. They 
just get ready to go away with the strangers to become actress and 
earn name and fame. 


A girl from adolescent group of Buddhanagar said, “girls even get 
trafficked themselves. “Not only the girls are trafficked but even the 
boys were found being trafficked”, a participant from the resource 
person's group of Rajghat VDC said. 


Another participant from mixed men’s group of Aamgachi VDC said, 
“The main reasons behind trafficking seem to be the lack of 
awareness among parents about family planning devices. They just 
give birth to a baby and when they grow up they just can't help their 
children from sending to work in others houses as servants”. 

As already mentioned, different types and nature of Trafficking had 
been figured out by the groups. When asked about the main type of 
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trafficking that they have encountered, varied responses were 
collected. 


Musahar married women’s group of Rangeli VDG said that their 
children had been trafficked by luring them for mostly employment 
purposes. Besides, they were even taken with false promises, 
saying that they will be sent to the schools. They expressed that the 
brokers had deceived them. 


Married women’s group of Aamgachi VDC said, “We don't have 
food to eat at home. What's the use of keep all the young daughters 
idle? It is the main reason that we send our daughters to work for 
others.” 


Adolescent women’s group Of almost all the VDCs told about the 
false marriage promises to be the main cause for trafficking of 
young girls in their areas. Besides, luring of girls for better future 
has been reported to be the another main reason. 


Married men’s group of Rangeli VDC however declared the socio- 
economic condition: and the prevailing dowry system and child 
marriages in their area. Besides that, they even stated the fewer 
members of girls in Rajput community of India to be one of the 
reasons. One of the participants of this group said, “We can’t afford 
for police to make them search for our lost daughters. Police also 
works for rich people. 


4.5 Programy against Trafficking 


Almost all of the groups stated that they had never heard of any 
kind of programs against trafficking in their areas. Only six groups 
of 3 VDCs said that they had seen rallies and street dramas against 
trafficking. From this, we can conclude that most of the groups are 
not aware of these kinds of activities. Those heard too had not seen 
the programs. 


In Rangeli VDC, all the groups said that there was no programs 
held so far in their knowledge. All the groups except married men's 
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group (Shah Caste) said that they have once heard of and watched 
the programs conducted by Maiti Nepal. They even said, “Once the 
Bombay returned girls were seen in the rally’. Musahar women’s 
group of this VDC said-that they are not literate and they don't 
understand whether it is in the rise or not. Similarly adolescent 
group too said, “Lack of knowledge is the main problem of the 
villagers”. However resource person's group said that the villagers 
of their VDC do not take the matter seriously. They think the 
problem to be own only when it happens in their house. 


In Buddhanagar VDC, mixed married men’s group said, “There are 
lots of programs against trafficking but its never implemented in our 
VDC. Your organization is the first one in here.” Other four groups 
of this VDC didn’t respond to this question. 


In Rajghat VDC, all the groups were unaware of any kind of 
activities against trafficking. Married men’s group (Dhimal caste) 
said that this is the first organization they have come to know which 
works for trafficking. However, mixed adolescent group said, “Once 
we noticed many villagers watching street dramas in this village.” 


In Dewangunj VDC, unmarried men’s group (Ansari caste) said 
that there never had any programs in their village. Other groups too 
were unaware of any kind of programs rather they started 
complaining on minimum facilities they are getting. 


Similarly in Pathari VDC, none of the groups were found to know 
about any kind of programs in their VDCs. 

In Aamagachi VDC as well mostly the participants were found to 
have less knowledge on the programs. One participant from the 
resource person’s group said that there had been street dramas 
two times. Similarly Adolescent girls’ group said that Maiti Nepal 
had once conducted street dramas. Similar types of responses had 
been collected from the Sanishchare VDC. 


In the same way, adolescent group of Urlabari VDC said that 


trafficking and killing a person is the same. They gave stress on the 
fact of punishing traffickers very strictly and sending them to the jail 
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life long. But, they were found to complain on lack of awareness 
programs in their VDCs. Other groups didn't respond to this 
question. 


In Joumka VDC as well, all the groups had very less knowledge on 
programs against trafficking. A group of mixed adolescent group 
told about the activities conducted by the students of PK campus, 
Kathmandu. They said that these students including the students of 
ltahari boarding school protested a rally against trafficking but no 
activities afterwards. There even had a rally of Bombay returned 
women. 


To summarize the responses of participants, it is revealed that 
there had been no effective programs so far. Street dramas and 
rallies could only make the villages aware in some extent but it 
even were not that effective. 


4.6 Programs that need to be conducted 


In order to make the programs effective onwards; it was essential to 
know the concept of these groups in regard to prevention of 
trafficking. In the discussion, these groups openly expressed their 
view towards its reduction as a whole. Most of the groups stated 
about the dire need of skill oriented works, education, employment 
opportunities and awareness activities. In the discussion, four of the 
VDCs were found to have no knowledge regarding this issue. 
Besides, they even expressed to conduct awareness programs, 
rallies so as to stop alcohol business, playing cards and contact 
with strangers that lead to traffic women/children. 


The selected participant of Rangeli VDC focussed on the 
employment opportunities as well as the increment in their wage 
rate to overcome with the trafficking problems. One of the 
participants of the adolescent group stressed on the awareness 
raising programs. 

Participants of Buddhanagar VDC wished to have awareness 
raising programs such as street dramas, rallies, Ghar-dailo 
programs 
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One of the resource people of Urlabari VDC said that they had 
been successful in arresting a broker who was lured a girl and was 
about to sell her. Later villagers decided to protest a rally where he 
was supposed to put on “mala” (garland) of their shoes. In this way 
he expressed the need of punishing trafficker at the local level as 
well so that others could learn from it. Similarly, adolescent group 
told about the need of using adolescents in awareness raising 
programs. They said that one’s own involvement could even make 
the programs better. 


Adolescent group (Tamang Caste) of Rajghat VDC stated the need 
of skill generation programs and creation of proper environment for 
the children. 


Married women's group of Dalit caste of Pathari VDC wished to 
have fortnightly activities against trafficking so that they could be 
aware from traffickers. Similarly another participants of this group 
asked to have four cloth-weaving machines so that they can work 
with it. In the same way a participant was saying a need of cap 
weaving machine in their village. 


In Aamgachi VDC, all the groups focussed on the need of 
employment opportunities in their own villages. A lady from married 
women’s group stressed on the implementation of programs with 
the loans from different banks. A resource person's group said, “We 
want to work within the village but there should be enough 
programs that include bee keeping, poultry farming etc’. 
Respondents of mixed adolescent group said that there should be 
training programs for the adolescent girls. 


All the groups of Urlabari VDC focussed on strict implementation of 
laws to everyone regardless of their economic and social status. 


A group of married men stated their problem saying that they had 
been the landless farmers. They wished to overcome with their 


problems. They even suggested forming a committee in order fo=., 


fight against fight against trafficking. 


In summary, the main.focus of these groups were in awareness 
raising programs, . occupational activities as well. as the 
implementation of laws to the traffickers. In spite of these. they 
gave stress on the maximum number of program conduction at the 
local levels. 


4.7 Lawy against Trafficking and ity usefulnesy 


Most of the groups of these selected VDC stated that they were not 
aware of legal aspects of Trafficking issues. 


In Rangeli VDC, married women (Musahar) said that neither they 
understand about laws nor do they understand how a police 
operates to the offender. Married men’s group (Shah) had some 
knowledge about the legal aspects of trafficking issues. They told a 
sad story of trafficked and traffickers which tie to marriage when 
they see no option. Villagers too were found to agree on this kind of 
relationship. They consider it better than going to police station. 
Adolescent group said, “We know there are laws but we don’t think 
it is working effectively. A participant from the resource person's 
group said, “/n ward no 4, Bhola’s daughter had been sold but 
nothing is happening from the legal side. We don’t know the 
usefulness of laws in here.” 


In Buddhanagar VDC, married women’s group said the importance 
of law and its usefulness but they said that most of the Villagers of 
their area are unaware of its importance. Adolescent group seen to 
have knowledge on the laws against trafficking but they were of the 
opinion that there is no use of these kinds of laws which is only on 
the papers but not applicable. Similarly, mixed married men's group 
too had negative thinking about the laws of the government. They 
Stressed on the need of legal awareness among the girls of their 
area. 

All the groups of Rajghat VDC complained on the weak and 
inadequate legal implications. In the same way, participants from 
Dewangunj VDC were found to have poor knowledge on the laws 
for the traffickers. The same Story has been found repeating in 
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Pathari VOC. Married women's group (Dalit) said that government 
should take these issues seriously and check whether the laws are 
properly implemented or not. Unmarried men’s group said, “No 
implications of laws at all in this area. If a girl were sold, her own 
parents would leave thinking about their daughter saying that one 
egg has been broken. Where a girl is compared with an egg, just 
imagine the situation of girls here.” Married men’s group (Limbu) 
wished to have awareness raising programs for the girls or their 
area. 


Married women’s group (Sardar) of Aamgachi VDC was found to 
be totally ignorant of the laws of trafficking. They said, “We ignorant 
ladies do not have idea of laws but so far we think there are no laws 
for poor people like us which doesn’t give us justice.” A resource 
person said that our law is very poor so far it doesn’t work in any 
area properly. Mixed adolescent girls group and mixed men’s group 
had knowledge on the existence of laws against trafficking but they 
never come with the cases where laws gives justice to the poor. 
Similarly, mixed group of men said the bitter truth of laws of 
government, which releases the traffickers for 50-60 thousand 
rupees. A group of married men showed their anger saying that 
they don’t know how the polices work as polices can be bought with 
money. 


in Uriabari VDC, adolescent group said, “We don’t think there are 
laws against trafficking. Only a police arrests the poor. If the 
trafficker is rich, there is no law operating on him’. 


A group of unmarried men of Jnumka VDC told a sad story. They 
said, “A trafficked girl reported a case in the police station. At the 
same time, the police arrested trafficker. But, when the same 
trafficker proposed that girl, she agreed to marry with him. The 
trafficker was released from jail instantly. As soon as he was 
released, he ran away from there. Since then they couldn 't find that 
guy’ In this way they expressed the high prevalence of false 


promises of marriages. 
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4.8 Socio-economic Effecty of Trafficking 


Among all the groups, most of the groups were found to have 

diverse responses. Mostly they mentioned about the negative 

effects but some were even found to say about its positive aspect 
_ for limited number of people. = 


Following are the negative effects of Trafficking expressed by most 
of the groups, which have been categorized into social, persona 
and mental effects. 


Table 3: Negative Effects of Trafficking 


_ Social effects 
- Lose prestige | 
- Increase violence 
- Hate feelings 
‘Rejection from the 
society 
- No peace in the 
society. . 


___| Personal effects 
Aids transmission 
Sex diseases 
Spoil of life 
Suicide 


__ Mental effects 
Mental disturbance 
Physical exploitation 
Sexual exploitation 


A resource person stated that not only the females, even the males 
are trafficked. The only difference expressed by them was that 
females sell their body where as male sell their labor. 


One of the resource people of Rajghat VDC pointed out its positive 
aspect saying that if a girl involves in prostitution for fulfilling her 
family’s hand. to mouth problem. She. should be seen positively 
although it is not a good profession, Similarly, married women’s 
group stated different views. One participant of,a group said that it 
is a matter: of village’s prestige in general and family’s. prestige in 
particular where girls.couldn’t get marriage partners later on. The 
other participant from this group told. that prostitution is also a 
profession whose earnings could be used for schooling her-brothers 
and sisters. In the same way other participant said that trafficker 
could earn money from it but a girl might find be found affected with 
AIDS later on. 


Adolescent girls group (Rishidev Caste) of Dewangunj VDC didn't 
have any idea on the positive and negative effects of trafficking. A 
participant from married men’s group (Yadav) said, “A lady has 
been sold in Rs. 20 for 8 hours. Within that time period.she Jost her 
dignity and self respect. In her entire life, she: has to hear from 
others that she had been a prostitute. No matter how.ong she 
works in that profession but her entire life is ruined. In my opinion, 
trafficking has no positive aspects”. 


Adolescent group of Urlabari VDC opined saying that once a girl is 
trafficked, society considers her of bad character. Not only her, 
family too has to suffer from it. Married women’s group of Jhumka 
VDC said that trafficking means spoiling of others as well as 
themselves. One participant of this group said that daughters 
should be married off as soon as possible. Otherwise, there :is 
always a chance of trafficking of her. In this way, the participants 
had expressed varied responses. : 


4.9 Actlowagaimst Eiminating Trafficking 


When discussed on the elimination of trafficking, different groups 
come up with different ideas. Following are the major topics, which, 
are highlighted by the participants of Focus Group Discussion. 


= Provision of citizenship to proper Nepalese citizen 
«= Employment opportunities to everyone 
*» Group awareness 
= Strong and strict legal implications 
= Awareness on family planning devices 
= Need of industries and factories nearby areas 
= Transportation facility 
» Avoid sex discrimination 
* Band alcohol business 
« Female education 
‘ « Migration registration 
* Fight against dowry system | 
= Creation of detective unit in a society 


EES 


* Death sentence to traffickers 

* Joint action of police and administration to the traffickers 
* Acceptance from the VDC officer when leaving VDC 
* Equal property rights 

* Equal wage rate to male and ferhales 

° Work together to end violence against women 

® Skill oriented training 

* Develop skill on women to have leadership quality 

* Avoid caste discrimination 

* Watch group of 10-12 people in a village 

* Beware of strangers 

* Loan facilities from the government 

* Free school education 

# Information dissemination 


Most of the groups contributed on giving ideas to reduce trafficking. 
However, adolescent group (Rishidev) said that they don’t know 
what to say on it. In Pathari VDC, married women’s group (Dalit) 
and unmarried men’s group didn’t respond to it. Similarly, in 
Sanishchare and Urlabari VDCs as well as all of the groups 
respond to it. 


4.10 People’s Participation against Trafficking 


In Rangeli VDC, Musahar married women said: “We all are Staying 
in others land. We might be kicked out any time. We are not 
educated and weak economically as well. We have to work 
according to our landlord. We don’t have decision power as well as 
rights.” In this way married women revealed bitter truth which they 
are facing in their lives. Rest of the groups of these VDC agreed on 
people’s participation where their main theme was working 
together, which help in reducing the problem of trafficking. A 
participant from a resource person's group suggested conducting 
training, one participant to at least five villagers. 


Married women’s group of Buddhanagar VDC said, “Your 


organization is the first one to speak against trafficking in this 
village. There had never been any kind of programs, how do we 
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ignorant people participate in trafficking. We can follow you but we 
cant be the initiators”. Similarly, resource person's group 
mentioned the reality of lack of cooperation among villagers of this 
VDC. Same responses were collected from the mixed adolescent 
girls group. 


In contrast to the responses of Buddhanagar VDC, participants of 
Rajghat VDC showed positive attitude towards the villagers of their 
area. A participant from resource person said, “Here we see good 
participation of villagers when any programs are conducted”. 
Married women’s group (Tamang) however had negative thinking 
on the villagers of their village. Mixed adolescent group didn't 
respond to it. 


Married men’s group (Yadav) highlighted on the need of money to 
have people’s participation. Adolescent girls group (Rishidev) of this 
VDC had no idea on it. 


in Pathari VDC, mixed unmarried women’s group started asking 
that they don’t know the meaning of people’s participation. Married 
men’s group (Rai) didn’t respond to it. 


In totality, it is revealed that all the groups wanted to have 
awareness programs so that they come to know what's happening 
around. Their participation seems important only after they come to 
know about the programs against trafficking. 


4.11 Role of family, community, government and 
political partiey iw trafficking preventiow 


All the groups had good participation on responding to this 
question. Most of the groups emphasized on the role of home but 
they stressed on the economic weakness, constraint of most of the 
villagers where they just keep quiet although trafficking cases occur 
in their own house. 


These groups said community level work to be good for awareness 
raising programs but it also doesn't have power. The government 
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and political parties do not use their power and capacity in 
preventing trafficking. Many of the participants blamed on the silent 
government who in spite of prevent trafficking are promoting it. 


Musahar married women’s group of Rangeli VDC highlighted on 
the main role of non-government organization in their village. They 
said that a school has been constructed and drinking water facility 
has been provided by a NGO. When asked about their roles, they 
said that they are ready to work against trafficking. The only thing 
they need is proper guidance. They are however found to have very 
less hope towards the government and political parties. Married 
men’s group (Shah) too had similar responses. They said that 
political leaders appear only in the election period. They only care 
for the vote. These groups mentioned about the programs 
conducted by Plan International. Adolescent group wanted to have 
vocational training and education so that they can do anything in 
future. They said that the political parties shouldn't be biased. They 
should punish the culprits. Resource person's group highlighted on 
the need of women’ s empowerment to make the whole society 
better. They said, “Once a woman is trained, she would train her 
children. These children are the future of our village” 


Married men’s group of this Buddhanagar VDC mainly gave focus 
on the good and moral family. They said, “Most of the people are 
ignorant about the laws of the government. In this case government 
should mobilize group of people who can make the local people 
aware on trafficking.” They highlighted on the equal need of all the 
sectors in the development process as a whole. They further said 
that WOREC is the first organization to work against trafficking in 
their VDC. They stressed on the need of non-government 
organization to push the villagers. One participant from married 
women's group (Achami) never came to know about any kind of 
organization working in their village. Similar responses were found 
from the adolescent group. Mixed married women’s group said, 
“We are not literate. Political leaders come and ask us to make 
finger stamp on their papers; we just trust them and do it. We can't 
read and write, this is our main problem”. They mentioned about the 
Village Development Bank providing loan to the villagers once. 
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They got their daughter married from that loan. This is how the 
organizations are operating in their village, 


Participants from Rajghat VDC also stated the weak government 
policies to be the main reason behind trafficking. Married men’s 
group said, “Human nights organizations are only working in the 
urban areas. It is not been able to reach to the villagers.” They 
wished to have maximum number of local level organizations in 
their area. 


Unmarried women’s group (Dalit) from Pathari VDC said that Plan 
International once conducted programs on safe motherhood for 3 
days. Besides, it had much awareness raising programs. Married 
men's group (Rai) said that government might have worked in other 
areas but there were no programs in their areas. Participant from 
resource person’s group said, “We never heard of trafficking 
programs before”. 


Participants from Letang VDC said that family’s role is very 
important. They said that they make their daughters aware saying 
that they shouldn't to trust to any strangers. 


In Aamgachi VDC, married women’s group (Limbu) said, “We 
blame the government most on promoting trafficking. Firstly, 
government is doing nothing against trafficking. Secondly, through 
television channels, government is using girls as commodities." 
However, they had positive attitude towards non-government 
organizations. 


In Uriabari VDC, various programs had been conducted in different 
time periods but not from the government's side. Programs against 
trafficking had been found conducted by Maiti Nepal. 

Adolescent group of Jnumka VDC said that love marriage should 
be stopped. Political parties and government's programs were not 
observed in there. Unmarried men’s group (Sardar) said, 
“Government should work from low level to the higher level in order 


to stop trafficking.” 
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4.12 Relationship between Child Labor and 
Trafficking 


Almost all the groups had similar opinion towards the relation 
between child labor and trafficking. Most of the groups of these 10 
VDCs said to have deep relation between these two. According to 
them, the root cause of child labor and trafficking is the poverty. 
However some said that child labor shouldn’t be considered 
trafficking. 


Musahar married women’s group of Rangeli VDC said that they 
themselves lead their children into the process of trafficking. 
Although they know that their children get tortured in their landlord’s 
house, they send them to work. The only reason was their hand to 
mouth problem. Shah married men’s group said that they consider 
child labor as trafficking. “To keep child into underdevelopment can 
too be considered trafficking’ one of the participant of married 
men's group said. Similarly, adolescent girls group stated that a 
child shouldn't be deprived of his/her basic human rights. They too 
considered keeping children for domestic work as trafficking. A 
participant from the resource person’s group said, “Due to women’s 
larger population in the world, trafficking is occurring. But, within 
few years, the rate of trafficking lessens as the trend of doing video 
x-ray and throwing a baby girl is in rise.” 


The participants of Buddhanagar VDC had reported lots of cases. 
All the groups except adolescent girls group said to have high 
prevalence of child labor, child sex abuse and trafficking in their 
village. A participant from mixed married women’s group said, “A 
girl from Jana Bikas School had been raped’ by three guys. They 
even took a photograph of her during their violent attack. They later 
gave those photographs to her parents. Three girls already had 
been the victims of rape in this village.” 


In Rajghat VDC, resource person’s group reported that children are 
at the high risk of exploitation, as children couldn't defend for 
anything done against them. Children who work as servants are the 
ones who at most of the time are found in an abusive condition. 
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They even told a case where a father raped his daughter and dug 
into the garden which reveals that children are not safe even in their 
own houses. Similar responses were found from the married men’s 
group (Dhimal) and married women's group (Tamang). Adolescent 
group didn't respond towards it. 


In Dewangunj VDC, married women’s group (Ramjati) said, “We 
are compelled to send our children to work as servants because of 
poverty. We can’t afford for our children’s education.” \n this way 
they expressed their hand in exploiting own children’s future. 


Similarly in Pathari VDC, married women's group opined that child 
labor and trafficking of children have similarities. Unmarried mixed 
men said, “Children are being abused in a different way. They are 
not paid even though they work very hard. Not only that they are 
beaten as well.” A participant from married men’s group said, “Child 
labor is not a new thing in this country. It is a very common and 
existing fact. Most of the families couldn't survive if they don’t send 
their children for work.” A participant from resource person’s group 
said, “There are many cases where foreigners adopt the girls from 
here but later on they were found to be sexually abused.” Another 
participant from the same group said, “/n a hotel at Damak highway, 
! saw 10 girls involved in sex business, | even reported to a police 
but no one listened to me. Our police administration is not well 
functioning.” 


In Aamgachi VDC, married women’s group (Sardar) said, “My 
daughter is not well but | don’t have money to take her to doctors. It 
also is a kind of child abuse but what can we do? We don't have 


any other option.” 


A heavy number of children are being migrated from Sanishchare 
VDC in search of jobs. Most of the children are found to go to 
Bombay, Calcutta, Punjab and Delhi and brought back to the village 
in an abusive condition. Mostly boys are found to leave the village. 
The traffickers were found to lure the boys saying that they will get 
paid more than Rs. 10,000. Many have not been returned since 
they left the village. The participants of mixed married women's 
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group were of the opinion that they are being sold. A participant 
from married women’s group (Limbu) said, “Most of the children go 
to Kathmandu and different places of India in search of better 
opportunities. They are at the high risk of trafficking from one place 
to another. Most of them are found to quit or run away from there. 
Poor parents couldn't afford to search them. These children are 
forced to work 18 hours per day in an abusive environment. They 
are sexually exploited as well.” Participants from Urlabari VDC too 
were against child labor and they said to have strict legal policies in 
order to stop this crime. Similar responses were collected from 
Jhumka VDC as well. 


4.13 Relationship between trafficking and 
exploitation of women and childrew 


Focus Group Discussion revealed that most of the participants are 
aware of trafficking and its relation with the exploitation of women 
and children. However, they refused to talk in depth to this subject. 
They are of the opinion that talking in this subject harms to their 
prestige. A participant from the Married Musahar women’s group of 
Rangeli VDC said, “Me, my husband and grown up children have to 
sleep together in a single room. It might effect our children 
negatively but there is no other way out. Not only our children, we 
have to tie our cattle in the same room.” Different responses were 
found from the participants from the married Shah men’s group. 
One participant said that it might be the effect of blue films. Another 
participant said that women themselves are responsible for being 
abused. The participants are of the opinion that women shouldn't 
move freely, they are very weak and they should keep up their 
virginity. Participants from the adolescent group said that the 
custom of child marriage is helping to ruin the lives of young girls. 
Guys when they grow up move to the cities and the girls have to 
wait life long for their husbands who later on are found to marry to 
girls from cities -as well. A participant from the resource person's 
group said, “We males are responsible for ruining lives of girls as 
mostly men traffic the girls and exploitation of girls too take place by 
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males.” Another participant said, “Today, societies are growing 
wildly. There are cases where people do not leave animals for their 
sexual desires. Exploitation of girls seems normal in these days. 
We have many rape cases in this VDC. Many women traffickers are 
seen in Jogbani who traffic girls from here.” 


The participants of all the groups have reported many cases from 
Buddhanagar VDC. Poverty seems to be the main reason behind 
the exploitation of women and children in this area. Many children 
are found to work as servants in the houses of rich people of the 
same area where they found themselves abused physically, 
mentally and sexually. Girls from adolescent group said, “We dont 
know anyone gone outside in search of job or trafficked or sold.” 
Mixed married men’s group said, “Many girls are being sold due to 
the old Deuki custom.” A participant from married women’s group 
(Achami) said, “Women are sexually exploited everywhere. Even 
though they travel in a bus, they don’t remain safe.” Similar 
responses were collected from Rajghat VDC as well. 


In the same way participants from the Dewangunj VDC reported 
the high prevalence of sex discrimination in that VDC. A respondent 
from the unmarried men’s group (Yadav) said, “Most of the women 
are exploited either in their own home or outside. Young girls are 
being married off and they have the problem of being young 
mothers. Babies too have died in these cases. No one has ever 
showed concern so far. Not only that the prevailing dowry system 
too is helping in exploitation of women.” 


In response to the relation between women and children’s 
exploitation with trafficking, most of the participants of Pathari VDC 
said to have close relation and most of them are found to be aware 
of it. A participant from the resource person’s group said, “Women's 
exploitation leads to child exploitation in many of the cases. If a girl 
is sexually exploited, the child that is born afterwards does not get 
any prestige in the society. In this case, mother as well as her child 


is exploited.” 
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A participant from Aamgachi VDC said, “We are poor and we can't 
afford for the children’s education. | too want my children go to 
school even though | have to struggle hard but what to do in this 
male dominating society where in each and every step, | have to 
follow my husband's decisions. If my husband goes anywhere for 
work, he never takes my consent but | can’t even move without his 
decision”. Adolescent girl's group said, “Women have been 
exploited everywhere. Women are burdened at household works as 
well as outside. They even have to work in the farm for supporting 
their family. The tasks that women do never counted. To avoid this, 
women should be trained time to time.” 


We are poor and we can't afford for the children’s education. 
_| too want my children go to school even though | have to | 


In Urlabari VDC, participants from married women’s group said, 
“Maximum number of people migrate abroad but they are not aware 
of the exploitation they have to face in the future. Many women too 
have become victims. What we want to suggest is giving them good 
information before they leave the village.” Participants from the 
Jhumka VDC were of the opinion that women are at risk 
everywhere in the society. They even said that existing sex 
discrimination in the society is one of the main causes of women's 
exploitation. A participant from the married women’s group (Muslim) 
Said, “We are the victims of caste discrimination. We are not 
allowed to fetch water from the wells and taps. We are able to get 
water only when the villagers from the higher caste give us 
otherwise we have to wait for them.” 


In this way trafficking is seen not only for the prostitution purposes 
but trafficking for household work is equally old and exploitative 
trend treating women as slaves. There are many victims compelled 
to live with fear, threat and abuse. There’s a common practice to 
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lure especially the illiterate and poor to new places with false 
promises but are eventually exploited. 


4.14 Relationship between Social Customy and 
| Trafficking 


Focus group discussion reveals that the prevailing customs of 
Deuki and Badi system in different parts of Nepal pushes the girls 
into trafficking. Although many consider these practices as the evil 
ones, it still exists in Nepalese society. The root cause behind this 
seems to be the feudal class, present conservative mentality that if 
a girl is bought and offered to God, his wish will be granted. In this 
system, girls are devoted to a goddess’s temple. Although law 
prohibits the Deuki system, it is still practiced in different areas 
secretly. 


Participants from the Rangeli VDC said that the higher prevalence 
of these evil customs is exploiting young girls. Adolescent girls 
group gave stress on the abolition of this kind of systems and they 
wanted to have strict government policies regarding these customs. 
One of the participants from this group said, “When | went fo 
Nepalgunj, | saw the village of Badi people. Police even do nothing 
to those who practice this. | consider Badi is trafficking’. Another 
participant from this group said, “Social customs is promoting 
trafficking. In our society, Shah caste can only have marital 
relationship with the Shah families and Mandal has to keep relation 
with Mandal. Because of this reason, we have to send girls to India. 
Once we send girls to India, we don't get proper information about 
our daughters.” Other participant from this group further said that 
dowry system is another major factor that is promoting trafficking. 
To have a good bridegroom, they have to pay Rs. 1 to 2 lakhs for 
their marriage. If a guy comes and says that he won't take dowry, 
they believe thinking him a wise man but later on they find their 
daughters sold abroad. In this way dowry system has become 
another social evil in the process of trafficking. Participants from 
Buddhanagar, Rajghat VDC too stressed on the evil social 
customs. A participant from married men’s group (Ansari) of 
Dewangunj VDC said that violence against women has been the 
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major factor in trafficking. In Pathari VDC, a participant from mixed 
unmarried men’s group and mixed unmarried women’s group 
focussed on the evil social customs live Deuki and Badi as well the 
custom of child marriage. A participant from resource person’s 
group reported to have Dhan Dance and Chandi Dance where the 
guys who won in the competition marry the girls from the loser 
group. If the guy likes the girl, they remain together but if he dislikes 
her later he sells his wife. Selling of wives like this is a very cruel 
system. Process of going Dhami and Jhankri for treatment also 
leads to trafficking in many cases. Married men’s group (Limbu) 
didn't respond to this question. Participants from the Aamgachi 
VDC too were found against the existing dowry system. In Urlabari 
VDC, participants didn’t respond properly toward the relation 
between the social customs and trafficking. However, they want to 
have extensive awareness raising programs in_ their village. 
Participants from Jhumka VDC reported the main cause being the 
caste-based discrimination. 
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5. Conclusiow 


The focus group discussion held at Morang and Sunsari districts 
revealed high prevalence of trafficking in all the selected 10 VDCs. 
Most of the targeted population groups had some knowledge about 
trafficking. Some of them said that they have encountered the 
problem of trafficking where as some gave the evidence of its 
prevalence with the proof. These findings showed the growing 
problem of trafficking in all of these VDCs. 


Although trafficking cases were found prevalent among all the 
groups and communities, it was mainly found to be in the poor, 
illiterate and jobless communities. The main reasons behind 
trafficking were found to be poverty, illiteracy, lack of employment 
opportunities etc. In reality trafficking has been seen as fishing in 
the process of migration. In Morang and Sunsari districts, there is a 
practice of migration of youths to different parts of India particularly 
to Punjab to work as laborers. In certain areas, it has been noticed 
that girls also migrate in search of jobs to different parts of India. 
There are already established connection with migration and 
trafficking. The migrated populations are always in risk for 
exploitation from different means and persons. 


Diverse responses were observed in relation to the knowledge on 
the prevalence of trafficking in their VDCs. Population groups of 
only one VDC declared trafficking not to be prevalent and never 
heard of this issue. But, rest of the groups of 4 VDCs explained the 
situation they had encountered. Various groups of all the 10 VDCs 
defined trafficking differently. However, one thing in common was 
that all of them considered trafficking as selling of women/girls in 
Bombay. One of the major topics in the Focus Group Discussion 
was identifying the nature and types of trafficking. Responses of the 
participants varied in that respect. The responses differed 
according to the social background and personal thinking. 


47 


» situantcni ln phate ot Rainn anians nM : ‘Districts- 2000 


According to FGD, it was revealed that some participants gave 
stress on the weak economic condition of the victims of trafficking 
where as some were even found to blame on the victims for their 
innocence, copying habits and excitement for their better future. 

In the discussion, those groups openly expressed their view 
towards its reduction as a whole. Most of the groups stated about 
the dire need of skill oriented works, education, employment 
opportunities and awareness activities. In the discussion, four of the 
VDCs were found to have no knowledge regarding this issue. 
Besides, they even expressed to conduct awareness programs, 
rallies so as to stop alcohol business, playing cards and contact 
with strangers that lead to traffic women/children. 


Most of the groups of the selected VDCs stated that they were not 
aware of legal aspects of trafficking issues. Some of them who 
have knowledge on legal policies towards trafficking focussed on 
the present law, which is quite incomplete. 


When discussed on the elimination of trafficking, different groups 
came up with different ideas. The major topics which are 
highlighted by the participants of Focus Group Discussion are as 
follows: Provision of citizenship to proper Nepalese citizen, 
Employment opportunities to everyone, Group awareness, Strong 
and strict legal implications, Awareness on family planning devices, 
Need of industries and factories nearby areas, Transportation 
facility, Avoid sex discrimination, Band alcohol business, Female 
education, Migration registration, Fight against dowry system, 
Creation of detective unit in a society, Death sentence to traffickers, 
Joint action of police and administration to the traffickers, 
Acceptance from the VDC officer when leaving VDC, Equal 
property rights, Equal wage rate to male and females, Work 
together to end violence against women, Skill oriented training, 
Develop skill on women to have leadership quality, Avoid caste 
discrimination, Watch group of 10-12 people in a vilage, Beware of 
Strangers, Loan facilities from the government, Free school 
education, Information dissemination etc. Based on the suggestions 
of the grassroots people it can be concluded that the state has the 
obligation to enact laws and organize structures of government 
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including criminal, immigration, labor and family laws to ensure that 
women can use such laws and legal structures to indicate their 
rights. This access to justice must effectively redress violations 
committed by the state as well as abuse by non-state actors. 


All the groups had good participation on responding to the role of 
families and home to control trafficking. Most of the groups 
emphasized on the role of home but they stressed on the economic 
weakness, constraint of most of the villagers where they just keep 
quiet although trafficking cases occur in their own house. These 
groups said community level work to be good for awareness raising 
programs but it also doesn’t have power. The government and 
political parties do not use their power and capacity in preventing 
trafficking. Many of the participants blamed on the _ silent 
government who in spite of prevent trafficking are promoting it. In 
order to hold the state accountable, women must have the 
information and power to become active participants in open and 
genuinely democratic decision making process. 


In totality, it was revealed that all the groups wanted to have 
awareness programs so that they come to know what's happening 
around. Their participation seems important only after they come to 
know about the programs against trafficking. Almost all the groups 
had similar opinion towards the relation between child labor and 
trafficking. Most of the groups of these 10 VDCs said to have deep 
relation between these two. According to them, the root cause of 
child labor and trafficking is the poverty. 


Focus group discussion revealed that most of the participants were 
aware of trafficking and its relationship with the exploitation of 
women and children. However, they refused to talk in depth on this 
subject. They are of the opinion that talking on this subject harms to 


their prestige. 


There are countless examples of how Nepalese women were sold 
directly and indirectly to India and other countries for domestic 
services. In such exploitative work, women are deprived of almost 
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everything; especially the basic need like proper shelter, food, 
clothing, etc. 


Trafficking networks are expanding throughout the world. The 
population of the victims is on the rise. What we really need now is 
serious attention from everyone to help curb this crime. Combating 
trafficking is not possible from one segment of the society only. A 
whole total of the society needs to have knowledge on these issues. 
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Some Realities of Traffic in Women _ 


» We don't have food to eat at home. What’s the use of 
keeping all the young daughters idle? It is the main 
reason that we send our daughters to work for others.” 


“We are poor and we cant afford for the children’s 
education. | too want my children go to schoo! even 
though | have to struggle hard but what to do in this male 
dominated society where in each and every step, | have 
to follow my husband’s decisions. If my husband goes 
anywhere for work, he never takes my consent but | can't 
even move without his decisien”. 


“We, the marginalized women, do not have idea of laws 
however we think that there are no laws for poor people 
like us which doesn't give us justice.” 


“Most of the people are ignorant about the laws of the 
government. .In this case government should mobilize 
group of people who can make the local people aware of 
trafficking 
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